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On June 12, the Guatemalan government will begin negotiations with the country's guerrilla
organizations in Oslo, Norway, over the creation of a "truth commission" to investigate human
rights violations committed during the course of Guatemala's civil war, which began in the early
1960's. Until recently, Guatemalan military leaders had adamantly resisted the creation of such
a commission, representing a major stumbling block in the Guatemalan peace process, since
the guerrillas insist that the commission's formation is a fundamental prerequisite for them to
eventually down their arms. Nevertheless, the guerrillas' insistence, plus growing domestic and
international pressures to form the commission, have forced the military leadership to moderate
its stance since the beginning of this year, and the army now appears willing to at least seriously
discuss the issue.
In May Guatemalan Defense Minister Gen. Mario Enriquez declared that the army is "prepared" to
accept a truth commission, although he made clear the military expects the eventual investigation
to include war atrocities committed by both sides during the conflict. In fact, Enriquez said the army
has already compiled a list of "multiple human rights violations" committed by the guerrillas since
1960 which should be investigated by the commission. Nevertheless, the Army's position is likely
to cause heated debate at the bargaining table, since the army's list of abuses allegedly committed
by the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca,
URNG) include an array of so-called "terrorist acts," such as rebel sabotage. But URNG leaders
argue that sabotage and other guerrilla military tactics are legitimate actions in an armed conflict
and cannot be categorized as human rights abuses.
Ssupport for a truth commission is growing among Guatemala's civic organizations, which
are participating in a special forum set up for civilian groups to give their input in the peace
negotiations. The forum, known as the Civil Sector Assembly (Asamblea de los Sectores Civilies,
ASC), has already drafted a proposal to create a human rights "clarification commission." Among
other things, the ASC proposal recommends that the commission include internationally-respected
individuals, as well as church and university leaders, to "investigate, classify, and then publish"
those human rights abuses that can be proven. Several organizations affiliated with the ASC are
sending delegates to Norway, although they will not be participating directly in the talks.
Meanwhile, the government and the URNG must still reach an agreement on the issue of
repatriation and resettlement of refugees and "displaced persons." Repatriation was the first item
contained on the agenda and timetable for talks which both sides agreed to in March. According
to the March timetable, an accord on repatriation was to have been signed in May. Nonetheless,
the first round of talks on repatriation, which was held in Puebla, Mexico, ended in failure on
May 25 (see NotiSur 05/27/94). The repatriation talks snagged due to disagreements over an army
demand for a partial cease-fire in areas where refugees would be returning, which the military
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considers a prerequisite for any repatriation accord. Despite the impasse, the government and
URNG delegations agreed to continue discussing the issue until an accord is reached. Both sides
met in Mexico City on June 2 and 3, and another meeting was set for June 9 and 10.
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